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ARMINIUS versus CALVIN. 

In a former No. of the Telescope, we mentioned 
that Arminius denied the tenet of Calvin; which 
taught the election and reprobation of individuals of 
the human race, to ultimate happiness and’ misery, 
and contended instead thereof that he had determin- 
ed to save those whom he foresaw should continue 
to persevere to the end of their lives in the full and 
perfect belief that Christ by his death made a full 
and satisfactory atonement for all mankind. But in 
this he appears to have differed only in words, for 
while he attempted to shun the error of Calvin in 
attributing such brutish partiality to God as that of 
dooming a part of the human race to interminable 
torture for no other reason than that of having acted 
exactly as he had determined, and as he had forced 
them to do: he runs into the very same error by 
contending that God did not determine but only fore- 
saw that they would thus act, and had passed sen- 
tence upon them accordingly. In this way, while he 
in words robbed God of one of the noblest of his at- 
tributes, he in effect allowed him the full exercise and 
enjoyment of it. 


But in a second particular Arminius seems to have 
entertained an opinion as erroneous as the first, I 
mean that of the free will of the creature, for says he, 
God is willing and even wishes the salvation of all men, 
which is only prevented by reason of the perverse- 
ness of their own wills. At first sight this hypothe- 
sis to the unreflecting mind appears fair and reason- 
able, but examine it ; how far has the creature the 
free control. of his volitions and actions ? Is it in his 
power to believe that Christ died for the purpose of 
exonerating him from guilt, when God had foreseen 
that he never should so believe ? was it in the pow- 
er of Arminius to believe the doctrines of Calvin, 
against the evidences in his mind of their falsity ? or 
is it in the power of any man to believe a proposition 
which-he is certain is false ’—No—that certainty or 
the evidence which produced that confidence, is his 
belief, and to pretend otherwise is not to disbelieve 
but to deny his real belief. Here then. ends all free 
will—and man becomes at once the instrument of di. 
vine Providence in‘every movement, action or voli- 
tion. How inconsistent then the ideas of Arminius 
who denies the notion of predestination in order to 
make man a free, moral being, and yet contends that 
God had fixed his ultimate destiny from the fore- 
knowledge which he possessed of his actions, for if 
so our conclusion follows of course, that he must 
have known-equally well the cause of his actions, 
the effect of objects and causes upon his sensative 





powers, or he eould not have been certain that such 
effects would be produced ; he therefore must here 
have determined both the cause and effect. 

But again, the foundation of Arminius’ ideas of 
free will as set forth in his second tenet seems to be 
as unstable as his ideas themselves. He held up the 
idea that Christ made a full and perfect atonement 
for the sins of all mankind, and then declares that he 
did not make atonement for any who disbelieve the 
fact of his so doing, thus making their belief the ve- 
ry condition of the fact. But if he did well and truly 
satisfy the demands of God’s justice against every 
man, how could their belief or disbelief of the same 
alter the fact? We should deem a man irrational 
who should affirm that God had placed the suns in 
the firmament for the purpose of giving light and 
heat to every individual, and at the same time con- 
tend that no person could discern objects around 
him unless he implicitly believed that he derived 
light from its rays, nay, I may say, unless he believ- 
ed that it shone for his benefit before he possessed 
the powers of perception. Yet how absurd soever 
this may appear, it isthe very picture of Arminius’ 
ideas of the atonement. 

Again, he says the sacrifice of Christ was an infi- 
nite sacrifice and therefore abundantly sufficient to 
satisfy the demands of justice against every individ- 
ual, and of such a nature as to be every way accept- 
able in the sight of the law. And yet he contends 
that the divine justice is so implacable as to demand 
satisfaction of the creature after it has accepted his 
sacrifice in its stead. Surely this must be a hard 
hearted and a perfidious creditor who could accept 
payment ofa surety in lieu of a debtor and then 
threaten the debtor with imprisonment for not ren: 
dering payment of a debt which had already been 
cancelled, and the payment of which he himself 
acknowledges. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE, 
SECOND REPLY TO “ MNASON.” 
Dear Sir, 

I will make another attempt to solve your difficul- 
ties ; but I cannot assure you intire satisfaction, as 
the arguments which may appear satisfactory to me 
and others, may not appear so to you. However, 
we will not abandon the hope of coming at a fair 
conclusion. 

You think my inference, that you embraced the 
doctrine of my Sermon, is not logical. I think it is. 
No argument can be conelusive (emphatically so) while 
there is another of equal force to the contrary. My 
arguments to prove the salutary nature of punish- 
ment, were principally drawn from scripture prem- 
ises ; and, if the scriptures afford other arguments 
which are “irreconcilable” with these, how could 
you say, that, for the most part, they were conclusive ? 
You must attach a very loose sense to the term con- 


clusive, or my inference was just. But we will not | 


contend aboyt this. It will not injure an anonymous 





writer (to prevent future misunderstanding on this: 
point) to make a candid avowal of his faith. 

I am happy to find that you grant my signification 
of the term curse, that it means torment, distress, or 
misery. And will you deny that tire saints are often 
in torment, distress, or affliction? And what is this 
but suffering a curse, according to your own, con- 
cession ? You do not mean to beso puerile as to play 
upon words. What ifthe term curse happens not 
to be applied to the punishment of the saints, and 
yet terms of the same import are applied to it? Is, 
this a matter of great importance, an insurmountable 
difficulty ? 

The word curse no more signifies interminable 
misery than the words torment, punishment, or af- 
fliction. But you inform me, that you must under- 
stand it in this sense, unless I can prove that it means 
a “ wholesome discipline.” Sir, is this fair reason- 
ing ? I never supposed that the mere terms curse, 
torment, distress, affliction, punishment, &c. signify, 
of themselves, a wholesome discipline, or that they 
convey any sense as to the effect which may be pro- 
duced by the suffering thus designated. The de- 
sign and effect of the suffering which is variously 
designated by these terms, I have stated and argued 
in my Sermon, from general principles and consider- 
ations drawn from the scriptures, most of which you 
haye had the candor to acknowledge are conclusive, 
If you disregard all these arguments, and wait for 
me to prove the doctrine from the literal meaning 
of these terms, you must despair of recieving sat- 
isfaction ; for it is what I neyer have, or ever shal} 
attempt, 

In attempting to show an absurdity on my scheme 
in the ‘¢ sound” or application of thiose terms to the 
righteous, you have not been sufficiently critical. 
The apostle, in Romans vth, by tribulation, doubtless 
meant persecution. This is innocent, involuntary 
suffering. Damnation always means criminal suffer- 
ing. Chastisement may apply ta either. It may be 
proper for a person to glory in persecution, because 
he is not the guilty instrament in procuring it, But, 
in damnation, it would he improper, hecause he is 
the guilty author of it. This discrimination in the 
use of terms always ought to be, and, in the scrip. 
tures, always is abserved. But where, sir, do you. 
find any of the sacred writers to glory in chastisement ? 
Re careful to observe the term. As this seems to be 
2 controversy mostly about words, yau will excuse 
this caution. 

I still think that I was right in my construction of 
Heb. xiith, &c. and were it necessary, I could offer 
further reasons in justification of it. But the pres- 
ent argument does not require it. 

In your last paragraph, sir, you do not appear to 
have fully understood me. The “curse of the law,” 
according to the general opinion of christians, is a 
definite or endless punishment. This I do not be- 
lieve. Tconceive it to be simply a state of guilt 
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and condemnation. Now, as soon as this guilt is re 
moved by believing in Christ, a person is delivered 
from the curse of the law: In this case he is not re- 
deemed, or delivered from. any discipline which 
would be necessary or beneficial for him in future. 
My se , therefore, does not suppose that Christ 
came to “ redeem us from a wise and wholesome dis- 
cipline, nevessary to bring ts to repentance.” He 
came to deliver us from no discipline which is for 
out good; but, by a wise and wholesome discipline, 
to bring us to repentance, and thus deliver us from 
the power of sin and guilt. § hope this exposition 
of my views will suffice. 

If you choose to continue this controversy, I should 
be pleased to have you pass unnoticed all which you 
consider foteign to the main point atissue. Neither 
of us would wish to occupy our time about trifles. 
By manifesting the candor which I am happy to 
acknowledge in your communications thus far, I 
shall be gratified in your correspondence. 

Tam yours, &c. 
JACOB WOOD. 





REPLY TO “L.” 

* He that blasphemeth against the Holy Ghost, hath 
never forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal damna- 

This passage of scripture brought forward by “ L,” 
has been frequently pressed into the service of the 
advocates of eternal misery, in proof of their heart- 
rending doctrine. They tell us that here is a partic- 
ular sin-specified which our Saviour plainly declares 
shall never be forgiven, but the person who commits 
it is in danger of eternal damnation. But they seem 
to mistake—for if this crime is never forgiven, how 
can it be said with propriety, that the person who 
commits it is only im danger of eternal damnation ? 
‘Fhe term in danger, plainly implies a doubt, an un- 
certainty of fulfilment, and is equivalent to saying 
he that commits this sin ts only in danger of never 
being forgiven. It is plain from this, that something 
in this passage is not right, to remove the difficulty, 
let us examine the preceding verse : In this verse 
Christ tells us that “all sins shall be forgiven unto the 
sons of men, and blasphemies wherewith soever they 
shall blaspheme.” This language is plain, and makes 
no distinction of sins or blasphemies, but declares 
that ail, both sins and blasphemies, shall be forgiven. 
To say, .therefore, that the sin against the Holy 
Ghost shall never be forgiven, is denying in toto the 
express declaration of Christ himself. But how shall 
we reconcile the matter’ Shall we say that the one 
is right and the other wrong? or shall we say that 
they. are above cur comprehension, and we ought 
therefore to sit down contented with the assurance, 
that Christ declared there was a sin which should 
never be. forgiven’ If the matter was above our 
comprehension, we.could see no other way of getting 
along, but as God has bestowed upon us reasoning 
faculties, it becomes us to use them and to satisfy 
ourselves by our reason of that which is most fit and 
proper. It is evident that some error exists in the 


passage as it now stands. . This we think is in the 
translation, which should have been thus—‘‘ He that 
shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost hath (ovx) 








not (the word never, ouprotr, is hefe incorrect, 

as no such word appears in the original) forgiveness 

to the age (818 Ton atona) bul is (ENoxos) subject or 

liable to (atox10x) perpetual or everlasting (kn1s£08) 

judgment.” This appears to be the true translation 

of the passage, and at once removes all the contra- 

diction which it before contained. That the word 
everlasting is applied to limited things and events, 
jt needs no arguments to shew, as it is admitted by 
almost every writer of any considerable celebrity. 
This destroys all the foundation of endless misery 
built upon this passage, and it falls to the ground. 
But it may be asked, why was that age particularly 
pointed out in which this sin should meet with such 
signal punishment ? We answer, because of the pe- 
cular situation of the Jews, they, as a people, were 
blessed with repeated evidences of the truth of 
Christ’s mission, both by the exhibition, miraculous 
power, and other acts of mercy by Christ and his 
apostles ; and when they, asin the succeeding verse, 
charged Christ with possessing “an unclean spirit,” 
with “ casting out devils by Beelzabub the prince of 
devils,” they must have done it wilfully and hypo- 
critically, and therefore deserved the severest pun- 
ishment. This punishment was visited upon them 
in their unbelief and hardness of heart, which brought 
typon them numerous painful calamities, and contin- 
ues in force to this day. We have no evidence that 
Christ threatened any but the Jews with this punish- 
ment, and we have complete. evidence of their final 
forgiveness, in numerous passages of Holy Writ. 
See Isaiah xlv. 25. liv. 13. Romans xi. 25, 26. The 
word everlasting was therefore used simply to con- 
vey an idea of a long duration, but not endless. 

He mentions one particular upon which great 
stress is laid by the advocates of endless misery ; he 
says, as he can find no words which convey any 
longer period to the duration of the happiness of 
those that are saved, or even to the duration of God 
himself, (than there is to the misery of the wicked) 
consequently why does it not follow, if eternal does 
not signify endless, that when that period shall ex- 
pire, that the wicked shall cease from their misery, 
the righteous from their happiness, and God himself 
to exist.” The conclusions of “ L” are incorrect, and 
he evidently labours under a mistake in saying, that 
none other but tise same language is applied to the 
duration of misery, hyppiness and God. We find no 
case in which the original word signifying endless, is 
applied to the punishment of the wicked, but we 
do find instances in which it is applied to the 
happiness of all mankind ; consequently the objec- 
tion of “ L”’ must be given up even upon the mere 
signification of the terms in which the two states are 
expressed. Besides, we have complete evidence of 
the endless state of blessedness after all punishment 
and misery shall cease. See I Cor. xv. &c. From 
these evidences it is clear, lst; That the punishment 
threatened in the words of the text, against those 
who should blaspheme against the Holy Ghost, is not 
endless punishment, but limited punishthent. 2d. 
That the Jews are evidence of this punishment in 
that awfully degraded state to which they are re- 
duced, and that stubborn blindness in which they 





are involved asanation. 3d. That they are destined 








at some futaré time, toa complete Aclivcrance from 
th’s state of judicial blindness, and hardness of heart, 
and will finally be forgiven, and embrace Christ as 
thie Redeemer of the world. And, 4. That they und 
all mankind are destines' to the enjoyment of endless 
happiness in an immortal state, after all sin, ‘punish- 
ment, misery and death are destroyed, and Chuist has 
delivered up the kingdom to his Father, and has 
subjected all things te his authority. 





id FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 
Suggested by a refreshing Shower. 

The-tain descends, and nature laughs aloud, 

The fields and trees, declare the Lord is. good ! 

In accents sweet and loud proclaim, 

In heav’n, on earth, naught’s made in. vain. 

‘The verdant plains and smiling vales, 

The morning dew and ev’ning gales, 

The shrnb—the plant—the tender flow’r— 

‘The shade that forms the summe7 bow’r, 

The warbling birds on ev’ry spray, 

Aloud proclaim the King of day ! 

The King of love—the King of light— 

The King of joy and boundless might ! 

He sent his Son from realms above, 

To manifest a Father’s love. 

And now behold a Saviour come, 

Prepare the heav’nly Stranger room ! 

See him descend! in meekness dress’d, 

Cradled in straw, calmly he rests. 

Sweetly he smiles on wise men from afar, 

Who came, directed by the eastern star 

To gaze with rapture on the lovely babe, 

The Prince of glory in a manger laid ! 

Behold from infancy to manhood’s age, 

His life immaculate, his foes enrage ; 

With barb’rous thoughts and bloody hands, 

They form themselves in savage bands : 

With fiery zeal and demons’ strife, 

They seek to take the Lord of life. 

Pursue where’er his steps he bent, 

With all that malice could invent : 

And like a lamb to slaughter led— 

On Calv’ry’s mount, suffer’d and bled. 

With wanton sport they pierce his side, 

He bow’d his sacred head, and died. 

No wonder rocks and tombs did rend, 

And nature loud her voice did bend— 

To celebrate with horrid glare, 

That midnight hour of dark despair. 

But hark ! scarce o’er is nature’s gloom— 

Scarce mute her voice—and seal’d her tomb ; 

Death had no power this Prince to hold, 

The Conqu’ror rose as long foretold ; 

And now because I live, he said, 

Shall all men live ; I am their Head ! 

Before my throne shall all men come, 

Return ye weary ransoin’d: home ! 

No wonder now each field and tree, 

Since all shall bow the suppliant knee— 

The plant and shrub and tender flow’r, 

Whose beauty fades in one brief hour ; 

The little birds in sweetest strain, 

The boundless love of God proclaim— 





From twilight morn to closing day, 
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Hop cheerful on with sportive lay— 
To hail the King of love and light ! 
Of endless joy and boundless might. 
ETHELINDA. 
—_ 
FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 
Mr. Eprror, 

Sensible am I that enough has already been said 
and published respecting the last sickness of Mr. Jo- 
seph Field, yet, sir, in the cause of truth we ought 
never to falter, nor should high professions of godli- 
ness and piety. deter us from exposing the conduct 
of such professors, who, it is to be feared, willingly 
lend their aid in the dissemination of those kind of 
reports, which their better feelings would condemn ; 
if it were not to injure the growth of a religious sen- 
timent which they seem to fear cannot be opposed 
with any success, by reason, revelation or sound ar- 
gument. Herewith is a certificate of some cf the 
family of Mr. Field, respecting his last sickness, and 
lam authorized to say, that the remainder of his 
family who were with him, fully accord with the fol- 
lowing cerificate, as may be ascertained by those 
who may be curious enough to inquire. The con- 
versation of the Rev. Mr. W. with Mr. F. taken down 
immediately after it transpired, will be given here- 
after, should circumstances render it necessary ; in 
which we shall be able to see what “ Veritas” 
calls dealing plainly and faithfully with » man 
racked with pain and extremely weak in body; 
and if *¢ Veritas” should be able to find a precedent 
for such conduct in the Saviour of the world, 
or in any of his disciples, we are greatly mistaken 
respecting the nature of the christian religion, and 
what ought to be the conduct of its professors. 

“This certifies that the undersigned sons and 
danghters of the late Mr, Joseplr Field, some of 
whom were with him every day, and others nearly 
every day during his last sickness ; that they never 
observed him to be in excruciating dstress of mind 
6» account of his future destiny, or in any distress 
on that account. HARRIS FIELD. 

JEANETTE F. WARING. 
ELIZABETH O. FIELD. 
HAMBLETON WARING. 

The undersigned Harris Field further testifies, 
that on informing his father, some days before his 
death, that a report was in circulation that he had 
renounced his faith, he replied, “that he expected 
it, and that they would say so after he was dead and 
gone. HARRIS FIELD.” 

It is peculiarly painful to be obliged to defend the 
truth in this manner, but let it not be said we cught 
not to publish such things ; for it is a well known 
fact that the Rev. Mr. W. brought this case before 
a public congregation of some hundreds, and made 
use of many hard and approbgious, epithets against 
the doctrine of Universal. grace. 

. TIMOTHY. 
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BALLOU ON ATONEMENT. 
“I enquire, did the Almighty know, before he 
made man, that he would become a sinner ? Did he 
know that he would deserve an endless punishment ? 





If the answer be in the negative, it supposes God to 
be wanting in knowledge, and that he created be- 
ings at an infinite risk, us he did not know what 
would be the consequences. If the questions be 
answered in the positive, it proves that an infinite 
cruelty existed in God ; for unless that was the case, 
he would never have crcated beings, who, he knew, 
would be infinitely the losers by their existence. 

Those who beheve in the system which I am ex- 
amining, believe in the existence of the Devil, 
whose existence I have refuted in this work. lam 
willing, however, for the sake of the ment, to 
admit the existence of their God, and Devil likewise. 
But wish to inquire, whicia of them is, in reality, the 
worst being. God when he-created mankind, per- 
fectly knew that some of them would suffer endless 
torment for their sins ; he must, therefore, have in- 
tended them for that purpose. For, it is inconsist- 
ent to suppose, that the Almighty would create, 
without a purpose ; and his purpose could not be 
contrary to his knowledge. The matter then stands 
thus, God created millions of beings for endless mis- 
ery, which they could not escape ; the Devil is de- 
sirous of having them miserable, and does all in his 
power to effect it. Now, reader, judge between 
these two beings. Had this Devil been consulted, 
by the Almighty, when he laid the plan of man’s 
final destiny, 1 cannot conceive him capable of in- 
venting one more eligible to his infernal disposition, 
than this which 1 am now disputing. 

Look, ye readers, and submit to astonishment, 
at what has been believed in, as divine truth. An 
Almighty, infinitely wise and good being, creates 
an innumerable multitude of rationable intelligences ; 
they rebel against him, and raise an infinite dissatis- 
faction in his mind towards them ; this infinite dis- 
satisfaction gets removed toward part of the offend- 
ers, by the sacrifice uf innocence! With the rest, 
God is still displeased ; yet, he is almighty and infi- 
nitely wise, and employs his power and wisdom to 
make the works of his own hand as miserable as 
their natures will bear, for being just such creatures 
as he knew they would be, before he made them. 
But it is argued, that God’s knowing what sort of 
creatures men would be, did not influence them, in 
the smallest degree, to be what they are. Let this 
urgument be granted. But did not God know what 
would influence men to be what they are? Answer, 
yes. Was it in his power to remove this influential 
cause? If it were why did he not do it, if it were 
like to displease him? If it were notin his power 
to prevent the mischief, 1 wish to know whether it 
were in the creature’s power to prevent it ? If it 
were not in the power of either of them to prevent 
the operation of things, in the way which they have 
and do take place, why is God's anger so warm a- 
gainst his poor impotent offspring ? It seems an 
unhappy circumstance, for both Creator and crea- 
ture. The Creator is not satisfied with his crea- 
tures ; bis creatures find themselves introduced into 
an existence infinitely worse than none. Iam born 
into this world of sorrow and trouble : the first vi- 
bration of sense is want ; 1 endeavor to suppress my 
wants, and to maintain my existence, which my Ma- 
ker has bestowed upon me ;_ but as soon as I come 
to years of understanding, Iam told of an infinite 
debi wi:.ch stands against me, which I owed thou- 
sands of years before 1 was born ; and that my mak- 
er is so angry with me, and has been, ever since the 
debt was due, that he has prepared a furnace of 
endless flames to torment me in according to the 
due requirements of justice !” 





Profane Swearing Unfashionable. 

During the passage of one of the elegant Steam 
Boats which ply between N. York and Albany, the 
present spring, a passenger came on board from one 
of the inermediate places, and whether he was influ- 
enced by the reception of diffusive stimulants, or 
prompted byan exuberance of animal spirits, he 


bounded about, and swore most roundly, descanting 
upon the fashions and news of the day, and. accom 
modations of the boat, (which he adinired) in gene- 
ral terms, interlarding his remarks with many an 
oath. Every one knows that the society on board a 
steam-boat is quiet, and that the utmost urbanity 
and civility reigns ; and that an interruption of that 
quiet interests the whole ; so, in this case, the pain 
felt by the gentlemen passengers was such as to in- 
duce them to appoint a chairman, who was a re- 
spectable member of the society of Friends; and, 
the cabin passengers, having considered the course- 
ness, indecorui:, and levity of the yunng mar. in 
question, he was, accordingly, called up, aud re- 
minded by the chairman, in terms of great propriety 
and kindness, of his breach of the laws of God and of 
man, of the laws of society, and the common claims 
of decency ; that, he must be assured that he was 
not on board of a fishing smack, nor was he in the 
forecastle, but in the company of gentlemen, and 
was bound, by all considerations of honour, not to 
shock the feelings of those associated with him, by 
his ill-timed and profane use of vain and corrupt lan- 
guage ; that, if he should acknowledge that he had 
made a blunder in getting on board the wrong vessel, 
his passage money should be returned to him, and 
he be invited to join such company as might be 
more congenial to his attainments. The young 
man, stung with feelings of remorse, bowed his head 
with shame, and remained virtually speechless dur- 
ing the remainder of the voyage. [Black Rock Gaz. 





FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


THE SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION. 

The Ministers and Delegates composing the 
Southern Association of Universalists, assembled at 
the house of Br. Apollos Johnson, Esq. in Dana, 
Mass. on the evening of Tuesday, June 6th, 1826, 
and after the divine blessing was invoked by Br. 
William Morse, organized themselves by choosing 

Br. Josaua Fiace, Moderator, and 

Br. Tuomas Wutttemore, Clerk. 

EXTRACT FROM THE MINUTES, 

1. Received a letter from the Universalist Society 
in Springfield, Mass. containing two requests— 

1st. That said Society be admitted into the fellow- 
ship of this Association. And, 

2d. That the next meeting of this Association be 
holden in that town. 

2. Received also a request from Hartford, Con. 
that the next meeting of this association be holden 
in that place. 

3. After prayer by Br. J. P. Fuller, adjourned to 
half past 8 o’clock, Wednesday morning. 

WEDNESDAY MORNING. 

Opened agreeably to adjournment, with prayer by 
Br. Lyman Maynard, , 

5. Appointed Brs. Wm. Morse, Hosea Ballou and 
John Bisbe, jun. a Committee to receive requests 
for ordination and letters of fellowship, and report 
thereon. 

6. Voted that the Universalist Society in Spring- 
field be reccived into the fellowship of this Associa- 
tion. 





7. During the day, a number of Delegates from 
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various Societies appeared and took seats in the 
council. 

8, Adjourned to 8 o’clock Thursday, A. M. 

THURSDAY MORNING. 

9. Met agreeably to adjournment. Prayer by Br. 
Charles Hudson. 

10. The Committee appointed to receive requests 
for Ordination and letters of fellowship reported, that 
they had received a request from Mr. Theophilus 
Fisk fora letter of Fellowship, and recommended 
that it be granted. 

11. Voted to accept said report. 

12. Passed the following resolutien : 

Whereas Br. Elias Smith has renounced the doc- 
trine believed and professed by this Association, and 
whereas this renunciation has come to the knowl- 
edge, not only of this body, but also of the public, 
therefore, 

Resolved, That said Br. Elias Smith is not a mem- 
ber of this Association, nor in fellowship with the 
order to which we belong. 

13. Voted that the Clerk prepare and publish an 
extract from the Minutes of this Meeting accompa- 
nied with a Circular Letter. 

14. After joining with Br. Hosea Ballou in thanks- 
giving and prayer, adjourned to meet at Springfield, 
Mass. on the first Wednesday and following Thurs- 
day in June, 1827. 

PUBLIC EXERCISES, 
Were performed on both days of the session, agree- 
ably to the following order. 
WEDNESDAY. 

Ist Service. Introductory Prayer, Br. B. Whitte- 
more. 

Sermon—Br. Wm. Morse. Johni. 29, “ Behold 
the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the 
world !”? 

Concluding Prayer, Br. J. P. Fuller. 

2d Service. Introductory Prayer, Br Hosea Ballou. 

Sermon, Br. Thomas Whittemore. Acts xvii. 29. 


“Forasmuch then, as we are the offspring of God, we | 8° 


ought not to thinkthat the Godhead is like unto gold, 
or silver, or stone, graven by art and man’s device.” 
Concluding Prayer, Br. J. Bisbe, jun. 
3d Service. Introductory Frayer Br. Zelotes Fuller. 
Sermon, Br. Charles Hudson. 1 Cor, ii, 14,“ But 
the natural man receiveth not the things of the spirit of 
God : for they are foolishness unto him ; neither can 
he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.” 
Concluding Prayer, Br. Lyman Maynard. 
THURSDAY 


ist Service. Introductory Prayer, Br. S. Streeter. 

Sermon. Br, John Bisbe, jun. Luke xi. 2, ** Thy 
will be done.” 

Concludiug Prayer, Br. L. R. Paige. 

2d Service. Introductory Prayer, Br. Charles 
Hudson, 

Sermon, Br: Hosea Ballou, Psalms cxlix. 4. “ For 
the Lord taketh pleasure in his people.” 

Concluding Prayer, Br. Massena B. Ballou. 

3d ‘Setviec. Introductory Prayer, Br. Thomas 
Whittemore, 

Sermon. Br. Sebastian Streeter. 2 Tim. iii. 9. 
Bul they shall proteeed ‘no further ; for their folly 
shall be made mani fest unto ali men, as theirs also was.” 

Concluding Prayer by the Moderator. 





“ A PRIEST-RIDDEN TOWN. 

The article following this, entitled “ Distinguish- 
ed Liberality,” is good evidence of the successful 
cunning of the modern priesthood. The life mem- 
bership of this parson to the eight societies mention- 
ed, amounts to about $260. In addition to this, is 
the expense of educating the parson’s two name- 
sakes, and one for his deceased wife, &c. &c. “ for the 
general cause of religion.” It appears, however, 
that the “ young dadies” of Newton are alone, so far 
as religion is concerned, if the apostle James knew 
any thing about the matter. (See James i. 27. 

If time shall not reveal to the priest-ridden cs 
that the money bestowed for the pu of educa- 


ting pious (alias /azy) young men for the 7 y 
willing, 


is worse than thrown away, we shall 

once, to be pronunced—mistaken. It is lamentable 
that the American public is so blinded as to submit 
to the imposition of a hypocritical and extravagant 
clergy, to the disgrace of every thing deserving the 
name of religion. It is time these contributions 
should cease ; and the unfortunate poor, and suffer- 
ing sons and daughters of humanity, recieve the 
funds which are now squandered by self-styled holy 
men ; whose resemblance to Christ’s apostles, is in 
the same proportion as the affinity which exists be- 
tween “ God and mammon.” 

DISTINGUISHED LIBERALITY. 

Parson John Homer, of Newton, Mass. by a card 
in Boston Recorder, expresses his thanks to a Society 
of Gentlemen in his parish, for $50 to constitute him 
an Honorary member of the American of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions. He also ex- 

resses his thanks to the ladies and gentlemen of 
his Society, for previous contributions of the neces- 
sary sums to constitute him a life member of the 
American Bible Society, the American Education So- 
ciety, the Middlesex Education Society, the American 
Tract Society, the New-Hampshire Missionary Socie- 
ty, the Massachsetts Domestic Missionary Society, the 
Newton Auxiliary Education Society, for the payment 
for seven years, ofthe requisite sum for the educating 
a youth in India, of the name of their pastor, —for the 
support of an aboriginal youth bearing the same name, 
and of a female Indian bearing the name of his de- 
ceased wife. He also states that the gentleman of 
his own and a sister Society in the town, have annu- 
ally made liberal contributions to the plan of educa- 
ting pious young men for the ministry, and for the 
neral cause of religion ; that a senior Ladies’ char- 
itable Society have for three years aided a promis- 
ing youth in his collegiate education, and a younger 
Ladies’ Society have contributed in clothing for the 
poor of the town, 

Newton, at the last census, numbered a pupula- 
tion of 1709, and its inhabitants support ¢hree minis- 
ters of the Gospel, viz. Rev, Mr, Homer, and Rev. 
Mr. Greenouch, Congregationalists ; and Rev. Mr. 
Grafton, Baptist —WV. H. Rep, 


We insert the following as a curiosity, All intel- 
ligent men will see a similaity between the fanatics 
our own time, and those of 1650. Cromwell’s fol- 
lowers were probably more sincere—and the great 


increase of trade bas introduced the religious use of 


the terms bond, stock, &c. If this extrac: should 
be rescued from oblivion, it will be a précious mor- 
sel for some future Walter Scott in the year 2000. 

A SOLEMN APPEAL. 

You give, perhaps, a few shillings or a few-dol- 
lars in order to employ a servent of Jesusin declar- 
ing the divine mercy to your brethren in the new 
settlements, who are not refreshed by Christian or- 
dinances, or to the ignorant, deluded, perishing hea- 
then. You bestow a trife from gratitude to your 
Saviour, in a spirit.of obedience, and from love to 
the souls of men. In this way the gospel is carried 
to a dying siuner in the wilderness. That sinner re- 
pents, and, when he repents, all the angels of God 
shout for joy. A thrill of rapture runs through heav- 
en, threngh Cherubim, Seraphim, and all'the ranks of 


repents and dies, and joins 
the angelic hest, a unites in their =e: too, 
die, anc as your ee glides away from this gross 
State of being, and ascends to the bright regions of 
eternal holiness, and joy, and glory,—instantly there 
breaks upon you a shout ten thoteend’ times 
ten thousand,. and sweeter than. the music of the 
spheres.—* Welcome, child of benevalene, friend of 
Jesus ; welcome, to this heavenly habitaton, of whicli 
God and the Lamb are the everlasting light. Here 
all is ee : ’ 

Think this, r mortal, from whose 

death will in a tw. days tear every cent of a4 
money ; think of this, and then say, if you can, that 
‘ou have nothing to bestow. Think of this, and then 


ithe sons of God. He. 


if you can, waste your property in Juxury, or hoard 
it up for the rust, or expend it all in some promising 
adventure, from which youbopes that-you or your 
sons will reap a harvest of t;—and say that you 
have nothing to —~ Alas! “ What will profit 
you, if you gain the whole world, and lose your 
own soul?” Alas! will you. have no stock in the 
heayens? No adventure in the eternal world ? 
No mansion in the skies? No obligation or bond 
to secure to you a field, a possession, an estate in the 
regions of eternal light and glory ’? Shall all your 
treasure be inthe dust of the ground? Thena 
thief may stcal it. The fire may burn it.. The tem- 
pest may scatter it. The flood may overwhelm it. 
But surely death will tear you away from it forever. 
Think of this, and then, if you can, be ni 

in giving for the aid of missions, and cold in speak- 
ing in favour of missions, and heartless in praying for 
the success of missions.—Pres. Allen’s Sermon. 


The Presbyterians in Ohio have obtained from the 
Legislature of that State a charter for a college, that 
is to be purely Calvinistic, and is designed to assist 
God in producing revivals, and converting the world. 
This plan is astonishingly wise in its means and pur- 
pose, & must be of great service tothe cause & king- 
dom of the Redeemer, when each conversion is effec - 
ted by the instantaneous, unsolicited, and irresistible 
power of God f 


The Circular of the Cayuga Branch Association 
gives a pleasing account of things in the West du- 
ring the last five years. In 1820 there was not a 
Universalist society in the country ; now there are 
seven, and one Association. May they continue to 
break forth on every side, increase in the power of 
truth and the grace of Heaven, till the whole moral 
wilderness shall blossom, and become vocal with 
thanksgiving to the God of salvation. 
————————— 

MARRIED, 

In this town, on Monday morning last, by Rev. 
Mr. Edes, Mr. Edward Coddington, to Miss Mary 
Ann Danforth, all of this town. 





DIED, , 


Jathis town, on Monday last, Mrs. Lydia Knowles, 
wife of Dr. Samuel Knowles, in the 6lst year of her 


COR the 22d instant, after a long and painful illness 
of more than four years, Mrs. Mary Sheldon Smi 
consort of Mr. John 1. Smith, and eldest daughter of 
the late Mr. Nicholas Branch, aged 42 yéars, 


*,* Hymn, Books, in: plain and ornamenta} bind- 


ings, may be had of S. W. Wheeler, 1104 Westmin- 
ster-street, and of Mr. Pickering. Sociéties 4 





ed with -Mr. Pickering’s Hy'mn-Book, at $80 per 
hundred, bound... «: ‘ iat 
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